
Municipality of Metropolitan Seattle

Exchange BIdg. • 821 Second Avev Seattle, Washington 9S1O4

June 13, 1986

Mr. Gerd Hatwig
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Stop 614 IIII 1 Q
1200 - 6th Avenue ' dUUO
Seattle, Washington 98101

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
Dear Mr. Hatwig: .-, NORTHWEST REGION

In March of this year sediment samples were collected by
Metro personnel from storm drains located near Marine Power
and Equipment's facility located at Slip 3, oh the buwamjsfv
River. Analysis of the data from these samples indicated
that the major source of contamination to the storm drains
and river sediments in this area may be Marine Power and
Equipment. This assumption is based on the similarities
found when comparing what metals were highly elevated on
Marine Power and Equipment property and the surrounding area.
The attached table lists the station and metal concentrations
found. See attached map for station location. Organics data
for these stations is not available. Since Marine Power and
Equipment is currently under Federal indictment, it was felt
that this data might be useful to you in your proceedings.

Metro would also like to take this opportunity to suggest
that any company found in violation of anti-pollution laws be
required to perform remedial clean up actions. Once the
source(s) of contamination are eliminated, clean up;of contam-
inated sediments is imperative, regardless of where the con-
taminated sediments are found (.i.e., storm drains, river . :
bottom). While the City of Seattle has a limited budget for'
cleaning storm drains, this budget: is not adequate to cover
both the '!special" cleaning operations and the normally
scheduled cleaning projects. For example, in 1985 the city
.performed two storm drain cleanups, of systems contaminated by
industries, that utilized their entire 1985 budget for clean-
ing operations. The city has yet to receive reimbursement for
work performed. Therefore, Metro recommends that remedial
clean up actions be included in any settlement of anti-pollution
law violations in order to ensure that all contaminated sedi-
ments (stprm drains and river bottom) are removed and disposed
of in a timely and legal manner. This would ensure that the
polluter, and not the public, bears the burden of clean up costs.
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If If or any other section of Metro, may be of further
assistance to you in this investigation, please feel free
to contact me at 447-4816.

Sincerely,

"* QJ
*imothy?*£r! Sample
Water Quality Planner
Water Resources Section

TESrjl

Attachments

cc: Robert G. Swar'tz
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